Chronic problems in rehabilitation of patients with Laennec's cirrhosis.
Hepatic encephalopathy and ascites are two major complications occuring in patients with Laennec's cirrhosis. Both may be intractable to treatment and may have poor prognoses. Many psychosocial problems are present, and counseling should be geared to optimizing maximum adaptation to the alterations that have resulted. Family and significant others are important support systems for the patient and should be included in as much of the nursing and medical care as possible. The nurse is responsible for a myriad of activities in providing care for cirrhotic patients who develop these chronic problems. Background knowledge regarding nursing theory, pharmacology, pathophysiology, psychology, sociology, and principles of teaching is imperative for effective intervention in these patient care situations.